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ON PATENTABILITY 



Box No, I Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/br 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1-5 as published 

Claims, Numbers 

1-7 as published 

Drawings, Sheets 

t£, 2)2 as published 

□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□. the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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The invention defined in independent claim 1 relates to a process for successively washing 
raw sulphate pulp in a first and a second washer and wherein the washing liquid exiting the 
second washer is partially purified of "extractives and metals" and subsequently recycled 
to the first washer. 

According to the characterising portion of this claim, the washing liquid exiting the second 
washer is split up into a first and a second stream, the second stream is purified by acid- 
induced precipitation of the "extractives and metals" in the form of a "sludge" and 
subsequent removal of the precipitate, the purified second stream and the unpurified first 
stream are recombined, and the partially purified washing liquid thus obtained is 
subsequently recycled to the first washer. 

The merits of the procedure to be followed according to the characterising portion of 
independent claim 1 are apparent from the description, page 1, paragraph 1 to page 2, 
paragraph 2. 

No disclosure can be found in the documents cited in the search report of a method as 
defined in claim 1 , let alone any technical information which might have made foreseeable 
the technical success achieved. 
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